A young mother is stolen away to the
furthest corners of the galaxy and
must escape an alien prison to return
home and rescue her own child.
Greetings, from the Planet Krog! is a
“do-it-yourself” sci fi epic that
suggests our greatest exploration of
the universe takes place within the
human heart and mind.

Filmmaker’s Statement:
The idea was to see how big a sci fi film we could make with no money and no crew just a camera and the basic objects and locations we had around us. Could we turn
everyday items into extraterrestrial artifacts? Could we somehow reimagine our
apartments and the city we live in, just by tilting our heads, as another world?
To accomplish this we became explorers in our own city - every place and object
we could find was examined for its potential extraterrestrial value. We mined
abandoned buildings, underground tunnels, public museums and atriums, junk yards,
anything that might seem like it didn’t come from earth. Once we started looking, we
couldn’t stop seeing otherworldly environments everywhere.
The retro-future look of the film is inspired in no small part by the works of
Terrence Malick, Ridley Scott, and Darren Aronofksy, but the basic technique of the film
belongs to early cinema greats such as Georges Melies and Ray Harryhausen. Using
rear projection, under water photography, and manipulated film speeds, among other
“camera tricks”, we reconstructed the magic acts of the pioneers of modern cinema. To
our delight we found that these in-camera techniques remain as effective now as when
they were first conceived, if not more so, than today’s computer generated imagery.
If the visual architecture of the film was our point of departure, the heart of the
story is what kept us going through the many days and nights of filming after work and
on weekends, over the course of roughly 2 years. About a third of the way though
production, I realized I had written a semi - biographical allegory about the distance my
mother went, as a single parent, to provide for me as a child growing up. Once I
discovered the centre of the film, everything about it became more urgent. I became
deeply invested in this character finding her way off the alien planet to be reunited with
her son - every scene became a deeply held and almost therapeutic mission to honour
the struggle my mother, and so many mothers, face as they fight for their children in a
world that so often doesn’t provide the support and acknowledgement they deserve.
While the film does have a literal plot, some of its concrete details, especially the
source and POV of the film’s narrator, are left purposefully vague, inviting the audience
to consider whether the story is actually “true”, or perhaps an invention to cover for an
alternate sequence of events. Is the ambiguous, humanoid voice the product of a
woman somehow remade by alien beings? Or perhaps the internalized voice of a
mother within the boy’s mind? Multiple viewings of the film help decode the actual
facts of the film, but above all it is our hope that the viewer leaves with the feeling
of being transported away, and the love and joy one feels to return. – Yani Gellman

FILM INFORMATION:
Original/English Title:
Greetings, from the Planet Krog!
Countries of Production:
Canada, USA
Duration: 6.45 minutes
Technical Details:
Screening material: DCP
Sound: 5.1 surround
Screen ratio: 2.35
Speed: 24fps
Black & White
English Language
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Big Muddy Film Festival (2020):
Official Selection
Black Maria Film Festival (2020):
Jury Award Winner
Slamdance Film Festival (2020):
Official Selection
Boston Sci Fi Film Festival (2020):
Official Selection
Website/Social Media Links:
Instagram: @yanigellman
Twitter: @yanigellman
www.theplanetkrog.com
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Filmmaker Bios:
Yani Gellman - Writer/Director
Yani Gellman was born in Miami and moved frequently as a child, living in Australia,
Spain, Texas, and Canada before moving to Los Angeles to pursue a career in film. He
has starred in the films the Lizzie McGuire Movie and 47 Metres Down, along with
television shows Pretty Little Liars and Bosch. He is now increasingly focused on
creating his own stories, exploring the intersection between childhood trauma,
cultural alienation, and mental illness - often through a whimsical, genre bending &
irreverent approach. Greetings, from the Planet Krog! is his directorial debut.
Jacqui Kotyk – Producer
Jacqui Kotyk was born in a community called Transcona, on the outskirts of Winnipeg,
Canada, Treaty 1 territory, the traditional territory of Anishinaabeg, Cree, Oji-Cree,
Dakota, and Dene peoples, and the homeland of the Métis Nation. She now practices
workers’ rights law in Toronto, Canada, and maintains a strong interest in the human
need for creative expression and storytelling. Greetings, from the Planet Krog! is her
first foray into film production.

PERFORMER BIOS:
Kendall Wright
Kendall is a Graduate of Studio 58
Theatre Conservatory in Vancouver BC.
When she’s not travelling on a winding
road somewhere across North America
on one of her motorcycles adventures,
Kendall lives in Toronto working on film,
television and theatre. She is thrilled to
be a part of the festival.

Oliver Orlovski
Oliver is 6 years old and in Grade 1. He
likes to be called “OG” as his middle
name starts with a “G” (Grisha). His best
subject at school is math. He loves to
draw and plays the piano. This is his
short film debut.

Julia Hune – Brown
Julia is a theatre artist & educator. She
works with diverse communities
directing & facilitating theatre projects in
her hometown of Toronto and across
Canada. Julia is a lead artist with The
Amy Project - Artist Mentoring Youth
and Jumblies Theatre. She is currently
working on a radio doc about Cantonese
Opera.

